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Slavery Under the Laws of War: No Military Power to Return Any Slave In the present case, it would also be the
property of traitors, waging an unprovoked and unprincipled war against their unoffending and too patient
fellow-citizens, against their oaths of allegiance, and against the Constitution and laws they have concurred in
establishing. There is but one other party who can convey any thing to these enemies, and that is a citizen of
our own. By the laws of war, all traffic, contract, intercourse or correspondence between the enemies of a
country and its citizens or subjects, is strictly forbidden. Hence all property of theirs, destined or in process to be
transferred to the enemy, or property of the enemy destined to be transferred to our own citizens, is liable to
capture and confiscation, not as contraband of war, but as enemy s property. Such presumptuous and sordid
citizens, besides suffering such forfeiture, remain amenable to the laws of their country for treason or
misdemeanor, according to the nature and aggravation of the case. All commerce between belligerent parties
being thus prohibited, and all goods, wares and merchandize passing, or destined to pass, to and fro between
them, liable to seizure and confiscation, contraband of war, which implies that goods not coining under that
description are free, can have no distinct existence, but is merged by the common law of nations in the general
contraband of commerce. For these reasons, there can be no contraband of war between belligerents, and it is
immaterial whether the war be foreign or domestic. It follows that slaves cannot...
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