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one comes to consider the life and character of Abraham Lincoln he feels like the traveler who sees a lofty
mountain rising from the plain before him. Cliffs and promontories that nearby confuse the eye, bewilder the
sense, and hide from view the awe-inspiring bulk beyond, farther off blend themselves with imposing outline,
into one symmetrical form. Lost in admiration he be holds the massive shape slowly lifting itself upward from
its base until the top in solitary grandeur cleaves the sky. Too great to climb to survey the vast expanse from its
lonely summit he must be content with prospects here and there that please, with views of dale and glen that
excite the fancy, of forests that frown in their impenetrable depths. In the lapse of nigh half a century since the
ruthless hand of a cowardly assassin smote Abraham Lincoln in the place of power, the angry passions of men
have become cool, the law has resumed its sway, order everywhere prevails, a broken country has been
restored to former limits, upheavals like great tides that shook it from end to end have subsided into the
tranquility of a summer lake. It is as if the Divine Voice had said to the turbulent elements, as once it spoke to
the troubled waters, Peace, be still. Many books have been written of LINCOLN, a library of itself, and this
generation knows him better and holds him higher than the one that lived with him. But legend is already
weaving a web...
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