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Western horizon of our State, like some vast slumbering Titan, looms above the rolling wilderness of lofty peaks
the great form of Grandfather Mountain. From its balsam-clad breast ripple countless rills of pure water, and
from the dense laurel at its base rushes a crystal stream, which - wrestling with gnarled tree-trunks, and granite
boulders, and leaping precipices, and bursting through rocky barriers - falls among the foot-hills, and,
gathering volume in its course through fertile valleys, sweeps, a mighty river, to the sea. Projected in grand
proportions upon the morning horizon of our history are the forms of the great and good men, from whose
lofty minds and pure hearts flowed the educational influences which, gathering force and conquering all
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