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University of Cambridge, Sprache: Deutsch, Abstract: Born out
of critique on structuralism and its forbearers, practice theory
arises in the late 1970s and early 1980s with Giddens in the UK,
Bourdieu in France and Sahlins in the States. It most ardently
argues for the relevance of intentional subjects in social and
cultural process and similarly the impact of history or event
upon the wider social structure (Ortner, 1984:137f). Focusing in
the following on the work of Bourdieu (1977), Sahlins (1987, 1994,
2000) and later Ortner (1984, 1989, 2006a, 2006b), I argue that
practice does mainly aim at solving one major theoretical
problem: how do actors and structure interact in order to
'make' the world How can (intentional) individuals be reconciled
with the influence of an overarching system of presumptions Or
as Sahlins puts it (2000:295): 'how shall we reconcile structure
that are logical and durable with events that are emotional and
ephemeral'. The common ground most authors build shall also
serve as...
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