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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1886 edition. Excerpt: .surprised and annoyed that you should have dreamt of
consigning such important parts as those of Mortimer and the Lady Araminta to the care of people so very ill
qualified to undertake them. Why! that man O Brown is nothing but a buIoon. Placid. A wonderful flow of
animal spirits, truly, madam. Mrs. B. Animal spirits, indeed! He is simply a clown! And, as for the young woman,
she is, if possible, worse. Placid. In the singing chambermaid business she is excellent, madam; you may take
my word for it. Mrs. B. My good man, Lady Araminta is not a chambermaid. But what is to be done now?
Placid. Well, madam, if you take my advice, I should say it would be better to postpone the performance. Mrs. B.
That I have already told you is impossible. The play must come oI to-morrow evening. Placid. Then if you
would permit O Brown to Mrs. B. Certainly not. Most emphatically not. I will not hear of that man again. Placid.
Miss De Jones, at all events, might Mrs. B. No, no, Mr. Placid. I have seen quite enough of her, also. Rather than
let her appear in the character of Araminta, I would positively undertake the part myself. Placid. (Brightening
up.) Well, madam, if you Mrs. B. No, I must not. With my aristocratic connections, it would be too much of a
scandal. But something or other must be devised. Placid. Well, I will summon...
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