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CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on
demand. Paperback. 66 pages. Dimensions: 11.0in. x 8.5in. x 0.1in.The United States has struggled to find a
framework to integrate religion into the post-September 11, 2001 (911) discussion of national security. Islam has
been the central focus, with both the 911 terrorists and many of Americas partners in overseas contingency
operations sharing an Islamic heritage. The struggle to locate that framework has taken the United States
down a number of roads since the turn of the millennium, none of which has been totally satisfactory. President
George W. Bush viewed freedom as a universal value, with religious freedom as the preeminent characteristic
of free, robust societies. Neither has President Barack Obamas Religion as Unity framework solved the problem.
President Obama has asserted a universal value regarding religionthat all religions are united by a moral law
to care for ones fellowman. Current and projected U. S. national security challenges highlight the need to
explore Islams historical, theological, and political roots and traditions. Such an exploration suggests that the
central issue for Islam is its universalization. One may identify six partially overlapping positions, or schools of
thought, within Islam today, each of which attempts to address the problem of Islamic unity. These positions
are found among both U. S. adversaries and partners in current overseas contingency operations. Islam today
is far from monolithic. It is manifested in many forms, reflecting multiple perspectives on how the faith is to
achieve its universalization, on what jihad means, and on when, if ever, terrorist tactics are justifiable in defense
of Islam. Traditionalist conceptions of Islam maintain the continuing applicability of Shariah as state law, and
the potentiality for jihad as warfare, with an average of over 20 percent of Muslims in Muslim-majority nations...
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