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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1913 Excerpt: . .. grades very gently east to the salt marshes and mud flats of the shores. Geology. --
The yellow, buff, and gray loams and sands of the Talbot cover practically the entire surface of the county. The
maximum thickness of the Talbot on the east side of the county is uncertain, but may amount to 50 feet. Below
the Columbia lie Chesapeake, Pamunkey, Upper Cretaceous, and Potomac beds. The base of the Chesapeake
beds on the east side of the county is about 600 feet below-sea level. Beneath are about 150 feet of Pamunkey,
500 feet of Upper Cretaceous, and 900 feet of Potomac beds, the crystalline rocks lying perhaps 2. 250 feet below
sea level. UNDERGROUND WATERS. Distribution and quality. --The water table lies near the surface, and dug
and driven wells get water at from 5 to 15 feet. The quality of the ground w: ater is variable. Along the shores
wells are liable to become salty under heavy pumping, and where the surface loams and sands are thin, wells
go down into shell beds which yield hard water. The Chesapeake sands are uncertain water-bearers. The sands
are local and seldom yield free flows. The water is iron-bearing in the upper beds and brackish in the deeper
ones. Springs. --There are no springs of commercial importance in the county. Most of the so-called springs are
very shallow wells, dug in hollows where the water table is but a foot or two below the surface; many used...
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