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illustrated. 1841 edition. Excerpt: . . . UNDINE. CHAPTER I. HOW A KNIGHT CAME TO A FISHERMANS COTTAGE.
Once on a beautiful evening, it may now be manyhundred years ago, there was a worthy old fisherman who
sat before his door mending his nets. Now the corner of the world where he dwelt, was exceedingly picturesque.
The green turf on which he had built his cottage, ran far out into a great lake; and this slip of verdure appeared
to stretch into it as much through love of its clear waters, blue and bright, as the lake, moved by a like impulse,
strove to fold the meadow, with its waving grass and flowers, and the cooling shade of the trees, in its fond
embrace. Such were the freshness and beauty of both, that they seemed to be drawn toward each other, and
the one to be visiting the other as a guest. With respect to human beings, indeed, in this pleasant spot, after
excepting the fisherman and his family, there were few or rather none to be met with. For in the background of
the scene, toward the west and northwest, lay a forest of extraordinary wildness, which, owing to its gloom and
its being almost impassable, as well as to fear of the strange creatures and visionary forms to be encountered
there, most people avoided entering, unless in cases of extreme necessity. The pious old fisherman, however,
many times passed through it without harm, when he carried the fine fish,...
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