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Delivered at the Annual Meeting, January 18, 1853 Since our last Anniversary, the Hon. Henry Clay, President,
and the Hon. Daniel Webster, one of the Vice Presidents of this Society, have departed this life. It is not for us to
add anything to the tribute of respect which the country and the world have paid to their memory. Matthew St.
Clair Clarke, Esq., for many years a member of the Executive Committee of the Society, closed his earthly
labors, the 6th of May, greatly beloved and deeply lamented by us, and by a wide circle of friends. In view of
bereavements like these, we desire to recognize our obligations to that hand, unseen, which holds us up, that
eye which kindly watches all our path, and that gracious agency to which we are indebted for all the success
which has crowned our enterprize. The history of our labors during the past year, presents no particular event,
whose imposing magnitude attracts unusual consideration. We have encountered the ordinary measure of trial
and embarrassment; of succor and success. A general review, however, will produce in every mind, the
conviction, that the operations of this Society are growing in strength and usefulness with every passing year.
Every new development in the condition of the African race, and their relations to the rest of mankind,
illustrates the complicated bearings of our work, and gives promise of ulterior results, which awaken our
admiration and command our esteem! Every single instance of colonization, demonstrates the rectitude of
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