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Presidents, Vol. 6: 1789-1902 The Presidential papers during the period from March 4, 1861, tc March 4,1869, are
contained in this volume. No other period of American history since the Revolution comprises so many events of
surpassing importance. The Administrations of Presidents Lincoln and Johnson represent two distinct epochs.
That of Abraham Lincoln was dedicated to the successful prosecution of the most stupendous war of modern
times, while that of Andrew Johnson was dedicated to the reestablishment of peace and the restoration of the
Union as it had existed prior to the war. Strange to say, it fell to the lot of the kind-hearted humanitarian, who
loved peace and his fellow-man, to wage the bloody conflict of civil war, and the more aggressive, combative
character directed the affairs of the Government while the land took upon itself the conditions of peace. Yet
who can say that each was not best suited for his particular sphere of action? A greater lover of his kind has not
filled the office of President since Thomas Jefferson, and no public servant ever left with the people a gentler
memory than Abraham Lincoln. A more self-willed and determined Chief Executive has not held that office
since Andrew Jackson, and no public servant ever left with the people a higher character for honesty, integrity,
and sincerity of purpose and action than Andrew Johnson. The life of each of these two great men had been a
series of obscure but heroic struggles; each had experienced a varied and checkered career; each reached the
highest political station of earth. Their official state papers are...
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