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indexed. Not illustrated. 1853 Excerpt: .house to house on some charitable pretext. These leaves are then dried,
rolled, faced and mixed with the commoner kinds of tea for sale. The leaves of other plants indigenous to this
country are also collected, and by dexterous management, converted into dried counterfeit teas. There can be
little doubt that the excessive duty placed upon tea ia a prominent cause of these adulterations at home; for it is
not to be supposed for a moment that if genuine tea could be sold at 1s. 6d. per pound, instead of 3s. or 4.
which is the present price of the commoner kinds, that any adulteration of the sort in question would be
practised. Among the inhabitants of South America, what is called Paraguay tea,1 is almost as extensively used
as the Chinese tea is amongst us and in China. Throughout Brazil, Uraguay, Paraguay, the Plate district, Chili
and Peru, this tea is universally employed; and is commonly known under the term Mate. It is the leaf of a
shrub, Ilex Paraguayensis. This shrub grows wild in Brazil and Paraguay, and not less than 5,000,000 pounds of
the leaves are annually collected in the latter country and are sent to Chili and Buenos Ayres. The preparation
of the plant by the natives greatly diGers from that of the tea-plant by the Chinese. While the latter are so
particular as to use the most minute precautions in the drying and manufacture of the tea-leaves, the natives of
Paraguay...
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