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indexed. Not illustrated. 1860 Excerpt: .The existence of wickedness, and especially the existence of hardened,
obstinate, impenitent wickedness, offering no hope of aught but either eternal misery, or else utter annihilation,
--this is the problem which the stern presence of dreadful facts around us, and the stern testimony of
conscience within us, force upon our attention. How shall we reconcile these with our faith in the divine
goodness? My reply is, that any attempt to reconcile them by a mere process of the intellect must fail. The
subject is beyond the reach of human reason: it will ever remain among those things for whose solution we
must be content to wait. In all departments of human thought, we find things that utterly transcend the
measure of our powers. Even in geometry, which is the lowest and simplest of all possible objects of our
thought, we have numerous examples of irreconcilable ideas. Wherever the infinitely small or the infinitely large
comes under consideration, the human mind is, like the human senses, capable only of dealing with the
measurable relations, but not with the things themselves. Look at one of the simplest conceptions of geometry, -
-a curved line. Who can define it without contradicting himself? If at any point it bends, it is no longer a curve,
but presents an angle there; and, if at any point it does not bend, it is no longer a curve, but it is a straight line
there. At every point it must bend, and yet it...
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