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Bantam Doubleday Dell Publishing Group Inc, United States, 2003. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Bantam
Mass Market ed.. 173 x 104 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. For decades no law enforcement
program has been as cloaked in controversy and mystery as the Federal Witness Protection Program. Now, for
the first time, Gerald Shur, the man credited with the creation of WITSEC, teams with acclaimed investigative
journalist Pete Earley to tell the inside story of turncoats, crime-fighters, killers, and ordinary human beings
caught up in a life-and-death game of deception in the name of justice. WITSEC Inside the Federal Witness
Protection Program When the government was losing the war on organized crime in the early 1960s, Gerald
Shur, a young attorney in the Justice Department s Organized Crime and Racketeering Section, urged the
department to entice mobsters into breaking their code of silence with promises of protection and relocation.
But as high-ranking mob figures came into the program, Shur discovered that keeping his witnesses alive in the
face of death threats involved more than eradicating old identities and creating new ones. It also meant cutting
off families from their pasts and giving new identities to wives and children, as well as to mob girlfriends and
mistresses. It meant getting late-night phone calls from protected witnesses unable to cope with their new lives.
It meant arranging funerals, providing financial support, and in one instance even helping a mobster s wife get
breast implants. And all too often it meant odds that a protected witness would return to what he knew best-
crime. In this book Shur gives a you-are-there account of infamous witnesses, from Joseph Valachi to Sammy
the Bull Gravano to Fat Vinnie Teresa, of the lengths the program goes to to keep its charges safe, and of cases
that went...
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